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ND ref. FOI/18/111 

 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 13/06/18 request for the following information: 
 
Good Afternoon, 
 
I have a Freedom of Information request within your Trust: 
 

1. In your Trust, how much did you spend on Biological and biosimilar medicines, in the 
past financial year ending April 2018? 
Answer: £5,413,768. 

 
2. Have you developed a policy on how prescribers can switch their patients to 

biosimilars and support them in making informed choices to save resources? 
Answer: Yes. 
 
If yes, please provide details 
There is a Trust approved Standard Operating Procedure that sets out the principles 
of using biosimilars. Individual products are managed with the clinical teams by 
pharmacy. 

 
3. Do you have any specific plans in place for the launch of biosimilar Adalimumab later 

in 2018? 
Answer: Yes. 
 

4. Are there any agreements in place between you the Provider and CCG that would 
enable savings in drug costs to be made? (For example, Gainshare agreements 
where the benefits associated with more efficient use of medicines not reimbursed 
through national prices is shared between the Provider and the Clinical 
Commissioning Group party to the agreement.  This included agreements for the 
switch to biosimilar products) 
Answer: Under block contract with the CCG for high cost drugs. 
 

 Agreement Name of specific 
drugs involved 

Disease 
Area 

CCG(s) 
included in 
the 
Gainshare 
agreement 

Savings 
apportioned 
between 
Provider and 
the CCG(s) 

1 Infliximab       
2 Etanercept       
3 Rituximab       
4 Adalimumab       
5 Trastuzumab       
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5. Are there any other agreements with a CCG, not included in the above, for the 
following services? 
Answer: Under block contract with the CCG for high cost drugs. 
 
If “Yes”, then please provide the following details: 

 

Agreement Disease Area CCG(s) 
included in the 
agreement 

Name of 
specific drugs 
involved 

Type of 
agreement 
with the 
Provider 

1 Ophthalmology 
services (e.g. 
wet macular 
degeneration) 

      

2 Multiple 
Sclerosis 

      

3 Prostate Cancer       
4 Breast Cancer       
5 Haemophilia       

 
       
  


