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ND ref. FOI/17/270 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 28/09/17 request for the following information: 
 
 
I am trying to understand the number of suppliers the NHS purchases from so please can you 
send me a list of all suppliers you purchase goods or services from and the annual value you 
bought from them in your last financial year. Many thanks 
 
Please note this information is not commercially sensitive as all you will be giving me is the 
total money spent with each supplier not any detail of what you bought. 
Answer: During 2016/17 our Trust purchased goods or services from approximately 2,000 
suppliers valued at £60.5 million.  Please see file attached with email. 
 
We are withholding the names of certain suppliers within the attached file since exemptions 
under section 43 (2) (Commercial interests) of the Freedom of Information Act apply. 
 
The exemption under section 43(2) (Commercial interests) allows a public authority to 
withhold information where it would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests 
of any person (including the public authority holding it).  
 
If we were to release in full the information you have requested it would reveal information 
that would or would be likely to prejudice our Trust and our supplier’s commercial interests. 
 
The exemption for commercial interests is subject to the public interest test which means that 
this exemption can only be upheld if the public interest in doing so outweighs the public 
interest in disclosure. The following factors have been considered in favour of disclosing and 
withholding the information: 
 
Arguments in favour of disclosing the information: 

• Facilitate accountability in the spending of public money 
• General arguments in favour of transparency 

 
Arguments in favour of withholding the information: 

• Disclosure would weaken our position in a competitive environment by revealing 
sensitive information. 

• The harmful affect disclosure of this information would have on future partnerships 
when entering into commercial activities.  

 
We believe that the likely damage to our Trust’s commercial interests means that the public 
interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 
 
 

 
 


