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ND ref. FOI/17/233 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 30/08/17 request for the following information: 
 
I am writing to request the following information about Fast Track Continuing Healthcare 
under the Freedom of Information Act: 
 
Question 1  
How do you ensure that the doctors and nurses you employ are aware of the Fast Track 
Pathway Continuing Healthcare eligibility criteria and of how to process an application? 
Answer: Doctors and nurses are aware of the eligibility criteria and how to process an 
application through leadership within teams, peer support and training. There are a wide range 
of training packages on the Trust’s intranet that are available for staff to access. The continuing 
healthcare team also provide training and advice to improve knowledge and skills as required.  
 
Question 2 
How do you ensure that you comply with paragraph 107 of the National Framework for NHS 
Continuing Healthcare and NHS-funded Nursing Care (see below)? 

• 107. NHS continuing healthcare assessments, care planning and commissioning for 
those with end of life needs should be carried out in an integrated manner, as part of the 
individual’s overall end of life care pathway, and should reflect the approaches set out in 
the national End of Life Care Strategy, with full account being taken of patient 
preferences, including those set out in advance care plans. 

Answer: Training is provided in advanced care planning and communicating effectively in 
healthcare situations at end of life. Staff ensure that all assessments are completed in 
conjunction with the patient and/or family. The patient’s preference to return home or go into 
alternative placement is considered as part of the assessment process.  
 
Holistic assessment and care planning is in collaboration with those involved in the patient’s 
care including the patient, family and carers, complex care team, General Practitioner, 
Hospice team and at Gold Standard Framework meetings. This is a core element of the work 
provided and ensures it is in an integrated manner. 

 
 


