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ND ref. FOI/17/185 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 05/08/17 request for the following information: 
 
 
I would be grateful if you could send me the most recent fire risk assessment for your trust. 
Answer: NHS Buildings are complex and there is no singular fire risk assessment document 
to provide you with.  
   
Under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 Part 2, Article 9(1) the responsible 
person must make a suitable and sufficient assessment of the risks and under Part 2, Article 
9(6) the responsible person must record the information prescribed by Article 9(7) which are 
the significant findings of the assessment, including measures which have been or will be 
taken by the responsible person pursuant to the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. 
Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust achieves this through a two tier fire risk assessment 
process: 
 
1. The maintenance department is responsible for the planned and preventative 

maintenance of all the general fire precautions i.e. Fire Alarm testing and 
maintenance, fire door maintenance, Emergency lighting testing and maintenance.  
Due to the size, complexity and use of the building the general fire precautions are 
tested and maintained as part of an on-going regime.  The significant findings of the 
service reports are either maintained via the in-house maintenance team or managed 
via a risk adjusted backlog maintenance programme. 
 

2. All department managers are responsible for identifying and managing the identified 
risks within their area.   The Trust provides training for local managers to produce 
local fire risk assessments.  This supports the production of a quality fire risk 
assessment as department leads, tenants etc. naturally hold the relevant expertise in 
their service are the experts in identifying the specific risks they introduce into an area 
i.e. patients dependency, equipment, medicines etc.   The local management are 
responsible for the on-going management of their identified risks. 

 
  
 


