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ND ref. FOI/17/159 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 21/07/17 request for the following information: 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 please could you provide me with information on 
the following data from your trust: 
 
1. number of patients with a bacteraemia from a resistant microbe 
 
2. number of patients with a surgical site infection from a resistant microbe 
 
3. number of patients with pneumonia from a resistant microbe 

 
4. number of patients with a UTI from a resistant microbe 
 
5. number of patients with a C-section infection from a resistant microbe 
 
6. number of patients with a wound infected with a resistant microbe 
 
Please provide the information above for each of the past three financial years - 2014/15, 
2015/16 and 2016/17 
  
I would prefer to receive the information electronically. If some parts of this request are easier 
to answer than others, I would ask that you release the available information as soon as 
possible. 
  
Under Section 16 it is your duty to provide advice and assistance and so I would expect you 
to contact me if you find this request difficult in any way. 
 

Answer: We are only able to identify patients with an antibiotic-resistant infection if they were 
admitted to hospital and for which a relevant ICD-10 diagnosis code has been recorded. This would 
be in the range U80 – U89. 
 
Before 2016: 

 U80 Agent resistant to penicillin and related antibiotics   

 U81 Agent resistant to vancomycin and related antibiotics   

 U88 Agent resistant to multiple antibiotics   

 U89 Agent resistant to other and unspecified antibiotics   
 
After 2016: 

 U82 Resistance to betalactam antibiotics   

 U83 Resistance to other antibiotics   

 U84 Resistance to other antimicrobial drugs   
 
The number of patients with one of these codes recorded in each of the past three financial 
years is shown in the table below. We have indicated the ICD-10 codes used to identify the 
type of infection. 
 
Patients for which the U code is associated with the code Z22.3 “Carrier of other specified 
bacterial diseases” have been excluded. 
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  2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 

Bacteraemia (including sepsis) (A40 - A41, A49.9) ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 

Surgical site infection (T80 - T88) ≤5 9 7 

Pneumonia (J10 - J18) ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 

UTI (N39.0, O23, O86.2) 106 77 96 

C-section infection (O86.0) 0 0 ≤5 

Wound infection (S00 - S14, T79.3) 6 ≤5 0 

Other 26 26 21 

Total 148 116 131 

 
 
In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 we are unable to provide figures where the 
number of patients is less than or equal to five and could risk the identification of those 
patients and breach Caldicott principles.  
 
In these cases ≤5 is used to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed. Also 
note that if only one cell required suppression, at least one other number has been suppressed to 
avoid calculation of suppressed values from the totals. 
 
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which states that small 
numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may 
allow identification of patients and should not be published. 
 
  

 
 


