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ND ref. FOI/17/048 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 02/04/17 request for the following information: 
 
Your trust was named by DH in April as one of the successful bidders for a share of the first tranche 
of £100m winter pressures A&E capital funding.  
 
1. Please confirm whether any of this funding will be used to support/develop a primary care 

triage/streaming system/s at your emergency department. 
Answer: Yes. 

 
If so, please provide the following details regarding funding from this bid award:  
a) name of emergency department/s;  

Answer: North Devon District Hospital. 
 

b) amount of funding expected to be allocated for primary care triage/streaming system/s;  
Answer: £1,000,000 
 

c) how capital funding allocated to your A&E primary care triage/streaming system/s will be 
spent (eg on premises alterations, IT systems etc);  
Answer: Premises alterations, and some new build. 
 

d) whether triage/streaming system already exists or is yet to be set up;  
Answer: Triage has existed for many years.  Primary Care streaming is relatively new.  
In North Devon we currently have the opportunity to do this “out of hours” by offering 
appointment with the GP out of hours service.  This funding will enable us to extend 
the hours this streaming is available. 
 

e) how many FTE GPs are currently employed in your A&E primary care triage/streaming 
system/s; how many additional FTE GPs you expect to employ in the next 12 months in 
your A&E  primary care triage/streaming system/s.  
Answer: None currently.  As for the future, that is currently being negotiated. 

 
2. Additionally, please provide all plans, outline or draft plans submitted to DH with your trust's 

bid/s for this funding. 
Answer:   This information is commercially sensitive and its release would, or would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In accordance with section 43(2) 
of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to advise you that the Trust holds the 
information you have requested. However, the Trust is refusing your request for this 
information.  
In applying the exemption under section 43(2) we have had to balance the public interest 
in withholding the information against the public interest in disclosure. The public interest 
test favours withholding the information for the following reason(s): 
 
Public interest test factors for disclosure 
The disclosure of this information would assist public understanding of an issue of current 
national debate affecting a wide range of individuals, enabling public participation in the 
debate, allowing public access to operations of the Trust, enhancing ability of local 
interest groups to effectively represent local interests on this issue. Additionally 
accountability for public funds tends to favour release. 
 
Public interest test factors against disclosure 
This information has been withheld from disclosure as it would be of commercial 
detriment to the patients and staff of our Trust prior to the tendering process currently 
underway. 
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Decision 
There is a public interest in withholding certain information from release under section 43 
(2) of the FOIA, as its release would potentially have prejudicial consequences for the 
patients and staff of our Trust. 
 

 
 
  
 


