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ND ref. FOI/17/019 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 11/04/17 request for the following information: 
 
Please can you answer the following questions regarding the Mammography equipment used 
within the Trust? 
 
1. Please can you provide the following information for each piece of mammography equipment? 

(Please complete the attached spreadsheet) 
a. Manufacturer Siemens. 

b. Model Mammomat Inspiration. 

c. Location - Hospital Name or Mobile Van North Devon District Hospital. 

d. Function – Breast Screening/ Assessment/ Screening & Assessment Assessment. 

e. Method of Finance at Procurement (Trust/Lease/MES/Charity/PFI) Trust. 

f. Initial cost of Equipment Please see Exemption below. 

g. Annual Maintenance cost Please see Exemption below. 

h. Acquisition Date June 2012. 

i. Planned Replacement Date None. 

Answer: Please see responses above. 

 
Exemption:  
This information (initial cost and annual maintenance cost) is commercially sensitive and its 
release would, or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In 
accordance with section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to advise 
you that the Trust holds the information you have requested. However, the Trust is refusing your 
request for this information.  
In applying the exemption under section 43(2) we have had to balance the public interest in 
withholding the information against the public interest in disclosure. The public interest test 
favours withholding the information for the following reason(s): 
 
Public interest test factors for disclosure 
The disclosure of this information will be of interest to those with an interest in best value for 
public money and those companies seeking to compete in this market place. 
 
Public interest test factors against disclosure 
This information has been withheld from disclosure as it could be used by competitors to 
provide them with a competitive advantage in being able to provide pricing for competing 
service i.e. they could reverse engineer the price by using different FOIA requests to get 
additional pieces of information in isolation.  
 
 
Under section 43(2) it can also be argued that it is not in the public interest to release such 
commercially sensitive information on the basis that disclosure may distort competition between 
providers and result in less competitive quotes.  

 
The disclosure of the commercially sensitive information has the potential to prejudice NDHT’s 
commercial interests by undermining the future willingness of companies to provide information 
to NDHT on a voluntary basis, thus impeding the Trust’s ability to manage these contracts 
effectively in the public interest. 
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Decision 
There is a public interest in withholding this information from release under section 43 (2) of the 
FOIA, as its release would potentially have prejudicial commercial consequences for our Trust. 
 

 
2. If you are a Breast screening provider - where is the assessment clinic that you then send your 

follow up referrals to? 
Answer: N/A. 

 
 
  
 


