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ND ref. FOI/17/013 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 07/04/17 request for the following information: 
 
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following information 
relating to all of the NHS Trusts/hospitals in your area: 
 
What is the longest amount of time in days a patient had been kept in hospital due to delayed 
transfer in the past 12 months? 
Answer: In the past 12 months (31

st
 March 2016 to 1

st
 April 2017) the longest time a patient 

was kept in hospital due to delayed transfer was 115 days. 
 
Could you give me details for the three longest delayed transfer stays, the name of the hospital 
concerned and if possible the age and gender of the patients concerned and the department they 
were in (ie elderly care/general surgery, paediatrics etc)?  
Answer:  The three longest delayed transfers were as follows: 
 

1. Two at North Devon District Hospital and one at South Molton Community Hospital; 
2. Ages withheld due to the small sample being requested.  This may provide patient 

identifiable information; Please see note below. 
3. Genders withheld due to the small sample being requested.  This may provide patient 

identifiable information; Please see note below. 
4. Departments:  Care of the Elderly & Community; 

 
Note: In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 we are unable to provide patient 
details where the number of patients is small and could risk the identification of those patients 
and breach Caldicott principles.  
 
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which states that small 
numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may 
allow identification of patients and should not be published. 
 
 
Are you also able to give a brief reason for the delay in each instance (ie lack of beds in care 
facility/delay equipping home etc)? 
Answer:  
 
Reasons for delays:   

 Nursing home vacancy 

 Residential home vacancy 

 Domicilliary care package 
 
 


