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ND ref. FOI/17/009 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 05/04/17 request for the following information: 
 
I am writing to request information regarding stress-related absences among doctors, under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
As part of my request I require the figure for total number of absences among doctors at the trust, 
with these figures broken down by reasons for absence. Absences should not include annual 
leave, secondments or other planned absences. 
 
I would like the information for 2017, 2016, 2015 and 2014. Please feel free to break this down by 
financial years e.g. 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17, if that fits with records more comfortably. 
 
Please ensure clarity is provided on the reasons for the absence, including the number of doctors 
absent from work due to stress, anxiety or depression is included.  
 
Answer: The recording of sickness absence reasons such as stress, anxiety and depression are 
grouped together under the national Employee Staff Record system sickness absence reason:  

  
‘S10 – Anxiety/stress/depression/other psychiatric illness’ 

 
The number of absence episodes recorded under this category for doctors, commencing within 
each of the last four complete calendar years, is as follows – 
 
 

Calendar Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Episodes of stress 
recorded for doctors 

≤5 9 9 9 

 
In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 we are unable to provide figures where 
the number of individuals is less than or equal to five and could risk the identification of 
those staff and breach Caldicott principles.  
 
In these cases ≤5 is used to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed. 
Also note that if only one cell required suppression, at least one other number has been 
suppressed to avoid calculation of suppressed values from the totals. 
 
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which states that 
small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and 
Trusts may allow identification of individuals and should not be published. 

 
  
 


