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ND ref. FOI/16/015 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 08/04/16 request for the following information: 
 
I request the following: 
a) The number of serious untoward incidents (SUIs) recorded by the Trust for the reporting period 

2011-2012. The data should be provided so that it is clear how many of these incidents were 
recorded at each of the establishments (hospitals or other medical establishments) operated by 
the Trust.  
 
Answer: 36. 
 
Please note that Serious Untoward Incidents (SUIs) are now referred to as Serious 
Incidents Requiring Investigation (SIRI). 
 

b) The number of serious untoward incidents (SUIs) recorded by the Trust for the reporting period 
2012-2013. The data should be provided so that it is clear how many of these incidents were 
recorded at each of the establishments (hospitals or other medical establishments) operated by 
the Trust.  
 
Answer: 25. 
 

c) The number of serious untoward incidents (SUIs) recorded by the Trust for the reporting period 
2013-2014. The data should be provided so that it is clear how many of these incidents were 
recorded at each of the establishments (hospitals or other medical establishments) operated by 
the Trust.  

 
Answer: 45. 
 

d) The number of serious untoward incidents (SUIs) recorded by the Trust for the reporting period 
2014-2015. The data should be provided so that it is clear how many of these incidents were 
recorded at each of the establishments (hospitals or other medical establishments) operated by 
the Trust.  
 
Answer: 109. 

 
If you are unable to establish how many SUIs were recorded at each of the establishments 
(hospitals or other medical establishments) under the control of the Trust for one or multiple of the 
above periods, please provide the total figure for the Trust as a whole, for the period/s.   
 
If you have a total figure for SUIs recorded by the Trust and are able to establish the totals recorded 
by some (but not all) of the establishments (hospitals or other medical establishments) operated by 
the Trust, please provide what information you have in this regard.   
 
Answer:  Please see table overleaf: 



Page 2 of 2 

 

 

  2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Community Hospitals 8 12 15 19 

Based at acute site 23 10 19 61 

Community based teams 2 3 11 28 

Trustwide or multisite 3 0 0 1 

Total 36 25 45 109 

 
 
Please note the increase in the number of SIRIs reported in 2014-15 was due to a number of 
factors, see below: 

 
 The increase in the number of SIRIs reported correlates with an increase in elective 

and non-elective activity, bed occupancy, and acuity of patients over the same period; 

 The figures for 2014-15 include 23 ‘old’ incidents from 2013/14 and before, so the 
overall SIRI numbers are artificially inflated by 21%; 

 The inclusion of Grades 3 & 4 pressure damage and cardiac arrests occurring outside 
the Emergency Department in the criteria for escalation generated 40 and 4 SIRIs 
respectively in 2014-15, representing 40% of all SIRIs reported in the year; 

 There was a change in approach to the identification and reporting of serious 
incidents, including a more stringent application and interpretation of the STEIS 
criteria, which impacted on the numbers reported; 

 Three of the SIRIs reported in that year were downgraded as further investigation 
indicated that the incident did not fit the SIRI criteria, and two were allocated to other 
Trusts, leaving a total of 104 reported externally. 

 
  
 


