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ND ref. FOI/16/011 

Freedom of Information 

 
Thank you for your 06/04/16 request for the following information: 
 
The Counter Terrorism and Security Act was passed in February 2015 and the new law came into 
force for the health sector, including NHS Trusts and NHS Foundation Trusts, in July 2015, when 
government guidance was also issued. 
  
NHS Trusts and Foundation Trusts are now obliged to ‘have due regard to the need to prevent 
people from being drawn into terrorism’, in accordance with the ‘Prevent duty’ outlined in Section 26 
of the Act. 
  
The information requested below relates to the Trust’s response to this legislation and the ‘Prevent 
duty’. 
  
1. The number of patients and hospital staff that have been reported to the police under the 
‘Prevent duty’ since July 2015, broken down by the hospital they were being treated in or worked in, 
and by hospital department, where this information is available. 
 
Answer: The release of this information is being withheld for the purposes of Safeguarding National 
Security. In accordance with section 24(1) - Safeguarding National Security of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000, I am writing to advise you that the Trust holds the information you have 
requested. However, the Trust is refusing your request for this information.  
 
In applying the exemption under section 24(1) we have had to balance the public interest in 
withholding the information against the public interest in disclosure. The public interest test 
favours withholding the information for the following reason: 
 
Considerations in favour of disclosing the information: 
There is a general public interest in disclosure and the fact that openness in government increases 
public trust in, and engagement with, our government. The disclosure of this information could 
enhance the openness of government and help the public understand, in greater depth, how the 
government is responding to a range of factors that can draw people into terrorism. It is also in the 
public interest to be assured that our Government’s counter-terrorism strategy is robust and 
appropriate.  
 
Considerations in favour of withholding the information: 
Disclosure would open up detailed information about those organisations engaged in the delivery 
of, and who are supporting activities to prevent terrorism. There is a serious terrorist threat to the 
United Kingdom and disclosing this information into the public domain could put national security at 
risk by jeopardising or negating our Government’s efforts to prevent acts of terrorism and terrorist 
related crime.  
 
We have determined that safeguarding national security interests is of paramount importance and 
that in all circumstances of the case it is our opinion that the public interest clearly favours the non-
disclosure of information covered by section 24(1). 
 
 
2. A breakdown by age, ethnicity, gender and faith of those questioned and reported under 
the ‘Prevent duty’, where this information is available. 
 
Answer: Please see above. 
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3. The number of patients and staff referred to the Channel programme since July 2015, 
broken down by age, ethnicity, gender and faith, where this information is available. 
 
Answer: Please see above. 
 

 
  
 


